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ersder equality is themast aoveted sate
Gll aflain that our cowntry ha lon
craved Gender coquality i now a soci
and ecomuimik challenge a5 well a3 & moral
oblgatien. Despite ils many sccomplids-
ety lidia i3 6011 undemppreciated when it
anizies 1o gesder equeality, And then there i3
Seema Bhadaran, the Lesd for Gender at
Transdoern Firal lindis, whise expertise I gen-
der istees and community development
imakes hetan invalishle resmame
Basically, her initial work with the
Cienatre for Sancial Stiscdies, where she doc-
wmetided the work of organtations
vtk iy with winmen, | her urder-
starsd the imporiance of & multidimen-
sioisal approady where the perspectives
of many siakelodders can converge ssam-
lessly The Jeadbeging, "My inleractions with
activios and academickam [om the women’
movernent frther sharpened my analvtical
il s p of gender equal-
iy, Later, | worked on gender and decentral-
o with Sakhd and KILA (ihe Kemla
Irsstitis ool Loca] Adimini ration). [ developad
imuisidisles anl marvials and abio trained eleet-
el representatives and Panclayal officials in
e Elu' staties stusddies of wonmemn, perber plan-
b i, byt g, s ansiving ™
Asthe stale profect director of the Mahia
Sarnakhya lf'll.ls.!ﬂﬂl.l!w wnder the emwhile
Mindstry el Human Rewsuree Development
(MHRI, her work Bowsed on developivg ked-
erations of wormen working lowands ;.I’.II{'I
exuality and gendereducation olleacher, The
watk alio entalled starting help deds in all
schools i Kerats a nd working on the edwca-
thonrsal refention of children in dificul cirowm-
starsces a4 well as the survivom of child sexu-
& abude,
‘luli\l’I]Hl.l{L'. | mld;T‘lu” IJu]iu:||:|'h'|mljnla—
tiri ol the Right 1o Eduscation by strengthen-
i edfincat Iﬂ:,‘.\lﬂ]lll“ll‘lml] aukz_:ﬁ: from
ity il bed communities in the education
stream. As atechnical expert on gender and
social indusion in ihe Natioral Rural
Liveelilunds Mistior, [ wotked on developing
asrriculim, modides, mamsal, prolook,
arsal wdvisories for gender and social inchesjon
aind supported 2l satesol Ladis in develop-
g ].]l:l)t!‘h;l operations saleges and imple-
mensiation] dhares Seemaadding tt the e
was ot e capacity bulding ol stall, cadres,
tstitutional mechanisms, asd strengihening
imatitutional mechaniims far action.

“listerverstions o gemder equal ity asd ister-
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TRANSFORMING GENDER DYNAMICS
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facig with fhe public gutem were sl part
al the priocess. This journey acnos the coun-
try Ies been instrumental n shapleg my
insights on gender aquality. 'ﬁ‘lruu};ll
Tl i Rieral Dndia [TRI), the endesvoniar
e beeets 100 worrk ﬂnlox.ﬁ. agender tranifor-
mutlve lems and a LI-thEmniqu] aiwld
s -sectons] rproads towands guality-of-lile
enbancemsnt.

The iritis] eye-openerlorher was when dhe
was Jooking at the lives ol wanmen from Salai
Sathi cotmmuenitles and fsherdolk commuusi-
thes whiay Faced extreime forms of deprvation
This helped her wdersiand the concept of
intersectional ity very exdy in her chilfhoed
And s, "L witvesed inegioltes and discrim-
ration ex petencedby women Do matrflin-
el communities and the domestic violence
they wene subjected to despite Taving land
o nership, atsd (s Tedine fo question, into-
spect, atwl aralyse the reasnts belind these
et cal situstions, sstanees of child sex-
uas] bwaser i ot eilireal honaes alay kedto giees-
tei, e b U salety ansd security with-
i homeand e institsthen ofthe famiy My
early assoctation with the wemerd movement
asd participation led 1o a2 darper and more
nisarscedd wnderstanading of gender rights My
education at TISS (Tata Instinte of Soctl
Sciences) promtad an even deeper scadem-
i wideritanding of gender jsnses”

Tuest Hhoe ey, sl towy wishees them were a
sidverbullet io fx genader ineguality, bul ssdly,
thete is ol That kwhy the ooy real solution
e feels i a multidimens ol approsch—a
miltiphicity of strategies It is sl usportan
W brrineg expueal opporunities o rusl Ladia
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i musch easier o talk sbout Dean that of sex-
| v Public spaces for vammen o disciss.
gender jeanes ane extremely limiled Geraber
st ranging M menstristion, reprodisc-
e T, cominal over bady and B ity spac-
i pregrancies, we of conlmceplion, r-
thinins, choiries He vialence, and matiial rape are
by s ishjects, However, she slames, " Due o
the growth of SHG-lederation, wisen now
huve a platform 1o disciws aspects of [inancial
incluesion, With attempls o inlegrale gender
witlstis the SHG netwetk and develp ifstine-
tiomal mechaniums, space las been developed
for volcing isues of domestle violence toa.
Ihscusbods o theDamestic Vielence Act has
been underisken throtgh campaigrs by the
Ministry of Women and Child Development,
arwd wirinien in necal aveas hove beens Llnllumlﬂl
dwout the One-Stop Centie where they can
seek rehabilite) ve services. Discuashons amosd
e by sl sl ity are still, however, cur-
tailead by tabs. Eflorts tovintodisce theim into
e scoiwol] cinrricihnom hove Falled. Patriarchy
antatitnees o deckle oo the age of marthage,
rumber, and preferred gender of the child
while family plan ning and spacing are done
via the indtrmentation of wemens bodies™

Levespective of Janari famma Suraksha’s aim
lo enbance reproductive health services,
womeds decison-making power mganding
their bodies amd Erility remained oon-
strabived within the patrtachal family e
tere Lin swch cases, SHG networks and ASHA
services have been instrumental inaccessing
astitletnents utader the MNatioral Food Security
Act, the National Secial Asdistance
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Prosgramuine, ete. ASHAS work ke been crit-
ical in erabling access to reprodsctive health
servioed, edpecially lnstintiona] delivery.
Diespite swareness, the Tear ol sttt
delivery is huigh duse 1o the lack of Facilities in
the Tabsouar owtm el a e scleer- inseritive envi-
wrnizienl. The belaviour of care providen also
resiricls women [ acoessing primary
health centies in wrderserved ameas Sochl
nivrims aleimming from patr ey have been
ahifTicih o e, ad declon-mabivg over
Etllily can be hnsiaved oy thiough wanend
Josrwledge enhancement on repriductive
healih aif sevuality. Adolescent edcation on
sesusland neprodisctive lesalth canbe impart-
e through Amganwadic
Children, sdolescents, and youth are bom-
barded with distorted ik mation, often
Leuliveg 1o pepverse sistions and 2 debilitating
escabation in sexm] vidence and mpe. Women
anad chikdren face the brost of this asd ae
scarred kol And so, by such cases, “sex edu-
cabhon warihl, o theother b, provide ado-
Tescents anal vouth with scientific information
Tlhis warishd Jeadto enhanced cantol over e
body and fertility and informed choices
regarding marrisge and contrsception. I will
s irnprreme: healih-seckireg beboviowr amd dis-
pel falie potion amd misconception sbow
meescielinityand ety It will alio cideansce
Iodily apency and the undemstanding of
epmoductive righta Very eady on o my canser,
I realised that regressive kessahout woinen
vl their boliees are ol jest rosted in persn-
al prejudices but stem from institutionss]
beliefs thatreed fo be sddressed—the sysiem
teads chargivg i there # 1o be charge ot 2
macro scale. Young gils can be educated
thaough (e schawd curricuhum. Adolescent
clubs and the health and sutrition pro-
L i rvweadis ity nural aneas can also
i’:ﬂw ';[Aﬁ;?:aﬂfualiu:l.'l']l'Ianu'uJ:
e be introduced gl a life-skel adica-
thorsal modide.”

GASE STUDY
The Mahils Samakhya prog ramme wder

the Ministry of Human Redources
Developiment, which focused on the educa-
vl emypowermend of wanmen, was a good
ecymple of providing sex education. Sex
abiation was provided through  Mashila
Shikshan Kendras and Kasturba Gandhi
Hallika Vidyalavas maroged by Mahils
Samakdya Sex eduscation was wdertaken in
schoolsamong gifl childien in rumlareasas
well [t was |\r211512.;m!ap.1| 1ol e akeills edue-
aatlon s led o ehanced confidenscasmong
i tha. Eddiscational mability was enhanced. As
it the awarenes-amnong watnet 1o edicate

clelldbrens ansd report vielatons of rights.




