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‘A new vision for rural transformation

Focus on safety, inclusion, and community engagement for women’

W ‘Fifth Edition of the India
Rural Colloguy 2025
organisad by Transform
Rural India (TRI) at Indian
Insttute of Forest
Managemant (IIFM)

B Sonior Special Cormespondent

A FULFILLING and seeure life is not
it nerely b imate ksl wisclih, bai
i themind ful wnd equiiable nsenl mat-
urnil resowrees. Despite being the lind
af e mriging, Madbva Pradesh Boes
suflois walier scari l11lr|:|1[lﬁlll‘ﬂ1lﬂﬂ
- readity that calls for deeper ecolog-
ical mccountability. With this spiri,
Mirlster of Panchayal amd Rural
Development & Labour for Madhya
Pradosh Prahind Singh Poiel a ddressed
thie gatheslng an the Fifth Edblon ol the
Inddin Buml Collogquy, organised by
Trunsform Rural Indio { TR on Fridaoy,

[ his addmess, the Minister empha-
sisic] Uit “while iechnoiogy is essemtial
ki Egrolie oaer lives, i canoet meplace
haeman values, lebour, and emipathy”
fHefleciing  on  cument  plinning
apprmachies, he nnted the saharation of
mmicrinlisic thinkingin grvermonee amd
v thie nesd to dhift foeus o
the presersation of imaluahle eoobog -
cal and culium] assels - such as fomsts,
wildlife, &nid Fivers - wihose desirc s
B 8 nesult of collective baman neglect.
He citedd the Nermouks Prorfbmomio poi
nesm i symibeal af our frmadidnnanl wis:
doemn and river revesnes, Highlighting
Hene 42 river imigi v hove been mapped
in Muodhyn Pridesh, he ohserved that
swhilfribil commumities comtinwedo -
et and worship these sacred sounors
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Prahlad Singh Patal, MWinister of
Panchaysl and Aural Developmant,
&t the taunch of tha Fifth Edition of
the Indian Rural Colloquy,

duorinigs lesthvuls 1k Shiveerr, tie edi-
caber] chass remains argely dscomect-
cd from this msponsibiline “We con-
sume, polluge, and lomger where o
rivers nre borm, This defachment must
end, " heurged, Hefumherremarked, *We
Irkist &0 ce it past shorteonings and ssk
ourselves - do we lncludi those leam-
ings o Future planning?™ The Minker
plsn launched the Ciram Panchayat
Hilpelesk Inliisehve, Inauguniied by
Heshima Xinama from Alsiya, Peflawaid
blnck, n gmssmoots lender fosrering
cluange ol e sllaps lsvel

The MP Chopter of the Colloguy,
brosted b collaboration withise Indian
InsttiuieofForest Mansgement (1IER),
Bhiopul also saw the presence of sther
iliggnitaries

In apanel discussinn framring Chore
Shugle [Drbnector, Panchayadl L)), Dr @
K Hizwrax, I Sherma, P‘I‘liﬂl;lhll'l"-'m:lT
(WO, and faculsy fresm thee Schiool of
Planning and Architechure. As per the
sialement. o key question omerged:

Hiw dio we desdpn numl hinbitats that
are fobonly safe pd Incuslve b also
climate-restlient? Dy Hiswas rrnpl'lap
sised that apendn 2030 and the SDGs
maest biegin from rural lndia, whiens
sustainable development cannot be
achieved without gender equity, kol
knowledge, and dismantling socinl bas-
rbiers. e hikghlighned dat wormen = the
best natural pesource managers — still
Inckrights over land, water, and forests,
and thatmisss chumge. The Fith Bdlton
o the indin Bural Collequy provideda
poverful platform o relmagine mml
develngument -nol s & lop-dowainles-
stractue projectbut asa soco-cul tural
transformation, roeted in ol ceali-
ties inad bed by wormen and marginalised
cornmudities T e dinlogue resaled in
actionable recommendations (o
Desipning gender-inclusive. climaioe-
resBlen murd speces- Promotbng sus-
fainahle technologies and grassmoots
innovntinns- Strengthening loce] plan-
ning throwgh GPDPs, iteprated with
cormmumity inguts- Bullding enatling
envirsumnenls lor pilots and scaled
implementation inselect disiricts. This
ennvening relnforeed th red ehangs
will come when ol vworices lend, and
whan rurnd habimis are seen as Hving
eriayslerms - Blending raditon with
inmovatinm, pnd digeity with design,
Notable attendess included Dr K
Envichandran (Direcior, IEM), De P K
Biswsas FormesVioe Chancellor, Skyline
Woiversityl, Aliva Das [Associate
[imecror, TRE, lEojesh Singh TRID, keha
Gupta {Assockaie Dilmseod, TIU ), Nend e
Pamdiet  [Asencoiate  [himector of
Governance, THI). ond mandy niber sen-
ior alficials, communiny lemsbers, il
changemakers froem scross the Siae




